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afterwards, I never forgot this first impression of its almost
exotic loveliness. I was surprised to hear that it does not
rank very high as camel fodder in Badawin estimation,
while the dung resulting from its consumption is regarded
as having a lower calorific value than the product of Hadh.
Our camels however made short work of the few plants we
found, while I noticed that the tiny Desert Warbler (or
perhaps some other bird, for I did not secure a specimen)
was here in unwonted numbers, flying in companies instead
of lurking about the bushes singly or in pairs.

Almost immediately afterwards we came rather unexpec-
tedly upon the dip of the great horseshoe hollow of Adraj
itself backed by the lofty dune which makes its range a con-
spicuous feature in the landscape. In a fairly extensive
patch of the exposed sandstone bedrock lie the three ' dead'
wells which constitute this former watering. The water is
said to have been at nine fathoms and the mouths of the shafts
were easily enough distinguishable in spite of some encroach-
ment of the sand on the lowest level of the hollow in which
they lie between the steep sand-slope and a table of upstand-
ing rock divided into four unequal sections and elevated
about 10 or 12 feet above the well level. The surface of this
table was of hard and rough calcareous appearance, but
there was no sign of the 'Ain Sala reed tubes, though I
picked up a small stony meteorite. Numerous thin
specimens of fulgurites1 or lightning tubes (formed by the
fusing of the sand by lightning) were also found on the
sands round this locality, and the Arabs have a theory
that such tubes generally indicate the presence of water.
We certainly found such specimens, however, on the desert
sands where there was no suggestion of water, and there
would seem to be no essential connection between the two.
But it did seem to me that the exposures of the bedrock
often had some relation to the presence of subterranean
water, and it may be that such exposures tend to occur in
low-lying old valley levels where of course there would
presumably be water at a greater or lesser depth. Wilfrid
and Lady Anne Blunt2 also noted something of the same

1 See Appendix.          2 A Pilgrimage to Nqd9 chap. viii.